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Upcoming Events 
(2007): 

·  9/1: Tennessee 
at Cal 

·  9/15: Louisiana 
Tech at Cal 

·  9/22: Arizona at 
Cal 

·  10/13: Oregon 
State at Cal 

·  11/03: 
Washington 
State at Cal 

·  11/ 10: USC at 
Cal & 
Founder’s 
Day Dinner  

·  Know a Brother who 

would like to receive 

this Newsletter? 

Please email me at 

towens1854@calmail.

berkeley.edu.  Please 

include his name and 

contact information. 

 

·  Know a potential 

future Sigma Nu? 

Please email our 

Recruitment Chair at 

kmkolahi@berkeley.e

du. 
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Bob Collin (B�  618) 
�
As a Beta Psi I learned the importance of genuine 
friendship among a house full of Brothers, most of whom 
had only returned from WWII a short time before.  The 
quality of these friendships has grown into lifelong bonds 
among the 30 or so of us who still meet together for lunch 
three times each year.  Possible organizational skills could 
have been enhanced by my position as Social Chairman. 
 

Daniel M. Purnell (B�  1434) 
 
As I have said often to new members, more than anything else, 
Sigma Nu is an opportunity for a unique college learning 
experience that cannot be found in any classroom.  As many 
people know or soon find out upon entering into the working 
world, what you know is often not nearly as important as who 
you know.  Through Sigma Nu I met a mixture of college 
students and alumni that I never would have met otherwise.  
These connections have directly shaped the choices I have made 
in my life after graduation. 

 
Carlos Almendarez (B�  1405) 
 
It was during my time at Sigma Nu as Philanthropy Chair 
that I discovered a local middle school in Berkeley where 
I began to volunteer as a mentor, encouraging other 
Brothers to do so. That moment may have inspired my 
lifelong desire to involve myself in helping under-served 
communities rather than seek personal gains which I could 
have pursued as a result of my Berkeley education. My 
time at Sigma Nu also taught me the importance of being 

Brian Kruse (B�  1431) 
 
While a Brother, I was House Manager, Eminent Commander, 
and LEAD Chairman. Holding these positions taught me that in 
order to be an effective leader, you cannot just bark orders and 
expect others to follow them simply because you hold some title. 
You must instead strive to earn the respect and trust of those you 
lead through integrity and hard work. Only then will they listen to 
you. Getting involved in Sigma Nu also has helped me 
professionally, and I mean much more than just providing me 
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accountable. My experience in House governance taught 
me to reflect on both my success and mistakes to become 
a stronger person beyond my college years. 
 

with something pretty to put on my resume. I cannot count how 
many times I have used real examples of situations I was 
involved in as a brother while in interviews to answer questions 
about working as part of a team and reaching team goals, 
communicating effectively, and being a leader. These are all 
experiences I would certainly not have had I not pledged. 
 
 

Dave Carlson (B�  1397) 
 
There is nothing quite like this organization in the real 
world. After graduating from Cal in 2001, I joined the 
Alumni Board in 2004 and have lived at the house for the 
last 2.5+ years as the “House Dad”. I have befriended and 
worked with talented active Brothers to improve the 
chapter and enjoyed watching several pledge classes rotate 
in as capable leaders of the house. I also studied for and 
passed the California bar while living in Room 13 (my 
favorite room in the House!), visited former tenants in 
Ireland and Norway, benefited from �� �alumni who 
generously helped me find great law jobs, and  
photographed a very willing pledge purchase bananas 
from Safeway while wearing a gorilla costume.�
 
I can’t believe how much fun I’ve had here! Joining �� �

was one of the best decisions I ever made. Rose to Peter 
Engstrom for introducing me to the house and rose to 
Richard Petty for convincing me to join.�
 

Online Submissions! 
 

The Newsletter sincerely 
thanks all Alumni for 
contributing to this 
semester’s 
questionnaire. If you 
would like to write 
approximately 75 to 100 
words regarding your 
answer to this question – 
we would be happy to 
put it in the online 
version of the 
Newsletter. Please send all entries and/or questions to 
towens1854@berkeley.edu. Thank you! 
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Nick Li : Sigma Nu offers me the unique opportunity to develop 
networking relationships as well as a support base. While living 
at Sigma Nu primarily gives me the opportunity to live with 
Brothers with quality personalities and strong characters, it also 
gives me the unique chance to build networking relationships 
with goal-oriented, success-driven individuals.  I hope to learn to 
live a disciplined lifestyle based on the principles of Love, Honor, 
and Truth, as well as build strong friendships for the future. 
Additionally, I hope to eventually occupy an officer position in 
the house where I will develop my leadership and organizational 
skills.  
 

Rob Wagner I joined Sigma Nu with my own personal 
expectation about what it would be like to live right next to 
campus in a House of friends, of Brothers.  I wondered why the 
brothers at Sigma Nu were so able and eager to accept me, and 
how they were different from the boys I grew up around.  Shortly 
after accepting my bid, I understood why: for the first time in my 
life, I was associating myself not with other boys, but with other 
men; fraternity men.  I hope to continue to get most out of my 
fraternal experience: lifelong company and association with the 
Gentlemen of Sigma Nu. 
 

 
Eddie Hoffman: By joining Sigma Nu I hope to develop the 
skills and attitudes outlined in the Sigma Nu Ethical Leadership 
program. That means having a sense of direction in life, and 
focusing that direction to achieve success. It also means trying to 
personalize the values of fraternity ideals and putting them into 
practice in everyday life. Together with gaining a shared sense of 
community, I also hope to develop interpersonal skills that will 
be of use in any endeavor, whether it be business related or 
purely social. 
 

Matthew Chan: I've realized that before I can do anything in this 
world—before I can make any decision or any choice—I must 
know myself. College is a time for further discovery of my inner 
self and I want to enhance that experience with Sigma Nu to mold 
myself into a solid gentleman who knows the values of Love, 
Honor, and Truth—especially myself. I do not want to live in a 
world where color is dull and where food has no taste. I want to 
live in a world where I know who I am and a world where I am at 
peace with myself. 
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1352 Brixton Rd. 
Pasadena, CA 91105 
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What can we do to make this Newsletter better for you Alumni? Any and all suggestions are welcome! 
Simply email me at towens1854@berkeley.edu. We encourage Alumni to contribute not only in terms 
of contributions and their presence, but also in terms of feedback. This Newsletter is mailed twice a 
year (once in the Fall, once in the Spring) to approximately 800 Beta Psi Alumni. 
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